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The word gospel means “good news”. This news 

is the complete story of Jesus and the more you 

know about it the more you realize how good 

this news is. Mark 16:15 tells all Christians to: 

"Go into all the world and preach the gospel 

to every creature.” This is the mandate for 

every Christian to propagate the gospel of Jesus 

ChChrist everywhere they go. So here it is, the 

plain and simple message that every Christian 

longs to share.  The Gospel of Jesus Christ

The Plain and Simple Gospel 



The rst thing you need to know is where this 

good news originated from. The Bible tells us 

that it came from God. And if you’re wondering 

who God is, the Bible describes God in Heaven 

as Holy. Holy just means set apart or perfect. 

He’s called holy because He is different from 

everything in the universe. In fact the Bible says 

that He cthat He created the universe and controls it by 

His sovereign power. (Genesis 1:1, John 1:3, 

Colossians 1:16, Hebrews 1:1-2) The Bible also 

teaches that He is loving, faithful, merciful, 

giving, gracious, omnipotent, omnipresent, 



 omniscient, righteous, absolute truth, 

immutable, one God and yet three persons. And 

if a lot of that makes no sense to you that’s ok, 

just remember that God is holy and set apart 

from anything we know. (Isaiah 55:8) What we 

do know is that God created us, and if He 

created us then He must own us. This means 

that of all the authothat of all the authority gures in your life none 

is higher than God. God has the right to tell you 

how to live your life because He is the one who 

created your life. More than that, God knows 

why He created you and what He plans to do 



with your life. Revelation 4:11 says: "You are 

worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor 

and power; For You created all things, And by 

Your will they exist and were created." You 

might think to yourself I would do what God 

wanted me to do if He communicated it to me 

somehow. The truth is that He has 

communicacommunicated it to you, and not just you but 

everyone else in the world through His book 

called the Bible. The Bible is how God has 

chosen to communicate to humanity. Over a 

period of possibly sixteen hundred years God 





 people will always break God’s law and never 

be perfect. Adam and Eve, who were the very 

rst people that God created, are the ones who 

messed up the whole world for everyone. God 

gave them one main law and they couldn’t even 

obey that one. From Adam and Eve to you and 

me no one has been able to keep God’s law 

without bwithout breaking some or all of them. Romans 

5:12 says: “Therefore, just as through one 

man (Adam) sin entered the world, and death 

through sin, and thus death spread to all 

men, because all sinned.” Romans 3:23 tells 



 us: “all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God.” And Romans 3:10 says: “There 

is none righteous, no, not one;”. So what we 

learn from the Bible is that every person since 

Adam has sinned against God by breaking His 

laws. You might be wondering: “What are some 

of these laws I have broken?” Ten of them you 

prprobably have already heard of. Their called the 

10 Commandments. God wrote them Himself in 

Exodus 20:3-12 and gave it to mankind to 

follow and obey. Let’s see how well you've done 

with keeping some of these laws.



You shall have no other gods before me.

When we worship anyone or anything except 

the one true God, we violate this law. Have you 

always loved God above everything else in your 

life? (Matthew 10:37) If not, you have broken 

the rst commandment.

YYou shall not make for yourself any graven 

image.

We sometimes dene God in our own 

pre-conceived image of what He should be like. 

We want His ways to suit our lifestyle. You have 

created a god that is okay with certain sins that 



 you feel are okay to commit. If your god doesn't 

match the one in the Bible, you have broken the 

second commandment.

Honor your father and your mother.

Did you always respect, honor, and obey your 

parents growing up? If not, you have broken the 

fth commandment.

YYou shall not murder.

You don't have to physically kill someone to 

commit murder (1 John 3:15). When we hate 

somebody or get angry with someone without 

just cause, we violate this command. If you have 



 done that, you are guilty of breaking the sixth 

commandment.

You shall not commit adultery.

TThis is a command against having sexual 

relations with anyone other than your spouse. In 

addition, Jesus said that: “whoever looks at a 

woman to lust for her has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart.” (Matthew 

5:28). Doing so breaks the seventh 

commandment.

YYou shall not steal.

Taking anything at all that belongs to someone 



else without permission is stealing. We also can 

steal by lying on our taxes, illegally downloading 

music on the internet, or by stealing company 

time. Stealing anything proves us guilty of the 

eighth commandment.

You shall not bear false witness.

HHave you ever lied about anything? You can also 

bear false witness by being deceitful, 

withholding the truth, gossiping or slandering 

someone. If you have, you have broken the 

ninth commandment.

You shall not covet.



When we desire anything or anyone that 

belongs to someone else, we are coveting. 

Doing so breaks the tenth commandment.

JJesus summarized the Ten Commandments this 

way: "Jesus said to him, "'You shall love the 

LORD your God with all your heart, with all 

your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the 

rst and great commandment. And the 

second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.' On these two commandments 

hahang all the Law and the Prophets."" 

(Matthew 22:37-40)



So, how well have you followed these 

commandments? If God were to judge you 

based on these commandments on Judgment 

Day, do you think you will be declared innocent 

or guilty? When you compare yourself to other 

people, you may think you are a very good 

person. But remember, we will be judged based 

on on God's standard, not our own. You don't have 

to break all these laws to be a lawbreaker. All it 

takes is one sin (James 2:10) to be declared 

guilty and to deserve punishment. If we are 

honest, most of us would have to admit to 



 breaking God's laws hundreds if not thousands 

of times in our lifetime. The sad reality is that 

everybody from childhood has broken Gods 

laws and must face Him on judgment day as a 

criminal. Hebrews 9:27 tells us: “it is appointed 

for men to die once, but after this the 

judgment”. The reality of your life is that one 

daday you will stand before God guilty of breaking 

His laws and face the judgment to follow. What 

is this judgment? You might ask. The Bible 

describes it as a place of re and torment called 

Hell. 2 Thessalonians 1:8 says: “in aming re 



taking vengeance on those who do not know 

God, and on those who do not obey the 

gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Matthew 

10:28 Says: “And do not fear those who kill 

the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather 

fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and 

body in hell.” Matthew 25:46 Says: “And these 

(sinners) (sinners) will go away into everlasting 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal 

life."

Now I know what you’re thinking at this point. 

This is not “good news”! How could this possibly 



be called good news? Well you’re right. This isn’t 

good news, its terrible news! It’s the worst news 

a person could ever learn of. But wait, there is 

good news! Jesus is the good news! I had to tell 

you all the bad news rst. If I didn’t tell you the 

bad news rst the good news would’ve made 

no sense to you. So let me explain to you why 

Jesus is the good nJesus is the good news and why He is called the 

Gospel.

What you rst need to understand is that Jesus 

is God. The name Jesus means “God is Salvation”. 

Jesus is God choosing to become man so that 



He could live as a substitute for you and me. This 

is what Christmas is all about. Celebrating the 

time when God chose to come to earth as a 

man by being born through a virgin birth.  John 

1:1-4,10,14  explains it this way: “In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the the beginning with God. All things were 

made through Him, and without Him 

nothing was made that was made. In Him 

was life, and the life was the light of men. He 

was in the world, and the world was made 



through Him, and the world did not know 

Him. And the Word became esh and dwelt 

among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory 

as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 

grace and truth.” On the night Jesus was born 

the angels came and told some shepherds: “Do 

not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 

nenews of great joy which will be to all people. 

For there is born to you this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 

2:10-11) Now when the angels said this is 

“Christ the Lord” it meant something very 



special for the Jewish people. God had been 

promising them a Messiah for many years, 

(Isaiah 9:6) and now He is nally here.  But 

what makes the life and death of Jesus Christ so 

important to us today? Remember the bad 

news? You’ve broken God’s laws and because 

God is perfectly just it would be wrong for Him 

not not to punish you for your crimes. A good judge 

would never let criminals go free just because 

he wanted to be a nice person. That would be 

unfair. God is a good judge who will be fair in 

His dealings with mankind. Romans 1:32 calls 



this the: “righteous judgment of God”. God 

would be fair in sending all peoples to Hell 

because all peoples have broken His laws. But 

this is where the good news (the gospel) comes 

in. “God is love” (1 John 4:8) and because God 

loves people He is “not willing that any 

should perish (in Hell) but that all should 

come come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9). God loved 

us so much “that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8). The Bible 

teaches us that: “God so loved the world that 

He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 



believes in Him should not perish (in Hell) but 

have everlasting life (in Heaven). For God did 

not send His Son into the world to condemn 

the world (to Hell), but that the world through 

Him might be saved (from Hell).” (John 3:16-17) 

So how can God be just and declare us guiltless 

at the same time? The answer: God provided 

Himself as the substituHimself as the substitute for us by becoming the 

God-man Jesus. Jesus was perfectly holy. He 

never broke the laws of God not even once. The 

Bible says that he was: “tempted as we are, yet 

without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15) Jesus was an 



obedient toddler, a good boy, a righteous teen 

and a perfect man so that I could be given His 

lifelong righteous record and He be punished 

on the cross for my sinful one. Romans 4:5-6 

teaches, “But to him who does not work but 

believes on Him who justies the ungodly, 

his faith is accounted for righteousness, just 

as as David also describes the blessedness of 

the man to whom God imputes 

righteousness apart from works.” Mark 

10:45 says: “For even the Son of Man did not 

come to be served, but to serve, and to give 



His life a ransom for many." The Bible tells us 

that: “Christ died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that 

He rose again the third day according to the 

Scriptures.” (1 Corinthians 15:4) Only Christ 

can separate the sin from the sinner. Without 

Christ God must judge the sin and the sinner. In 

ChChrist our judgment is already paid setting us 

free from the righteous judgment of God. 

Isaiah 53:5-6 spoke of Jesus when it said: “He 

was wounded for our transgressions, He was 

bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement 



 for our peace was upon Him, And by His 

stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have 

gone astray; We have turned, every one, to 

his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him 

the iniquity of us all.”  God punished Jesus on 

the cross for the sins that you and I had 

committed. Jesus was God before man and man 

bebefore God, righteousness for man and sin for 

God, forgiveness for man and wrath for God. 

What love we owe this God-man! Jesus is the 

pathway to forgiveness, forgiveness is the road 

to peace, peace is the place of joy and joy is in 



the presence of God. Without Jesus we have no 

hope of ever making peace with God. Now you 

might say: “That’s what I want, peace with God. 

What do I need to do to be accepted by God? 

The good news is that you don’t need to do 

anything to be accepted by God. Jesus has 

already done all the work for us. This is what 

separaseparates Christianity from all other religions in 

the world. All other religions teach that you 

must be good enough to please God in order 

for Him to do something good for you. 

Christianity teaches that God wanted to do 



something good for you even though you didn’t 

earn it and could never be good enough to pay 

for it. God wants to give you eternity in Heaven 

even though you deserve eternity in Hell. This is 

why Christians always say “God is good”. The 

Bible says “the goodness of God leads you to 

repentance.” (Romans 2:4)

IIf you want to be sure that Christ has saved you 

from punishment in Hell the Bible says there are 

two responses we should have to this good 

news. In Mark 1:15 Jesus says it this way: "The 

time is fullled, and the kingdom of God is at 



hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." The 

proper response to God’s gospel message is 

repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. The early 

Christians “went out and preached that 

people should repent.” (Mark 6:12) What does 

it mean to repent? It just simply means to turn 

from yourself and your sinful ways toward Christ 

in faith. in faith. Isaiah 45:22 says "Look to Me, and be 

saved, All you ends of the earth! For I am 

God, and there is no other.”  Turn from looking 

to yourself for salvation and look to Christ alone. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 says “For by grace you have 



been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 

lest anyone should boast.” It is all of God’s 

grace and your faith in the gift He has freely 

given you. 1 John 1:8-9 teaches us: “If we say 

that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 

sinsins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.” The Bible tells us in Romans 

10:9-13 “That if you confess with your mouth 

the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that 



God has raised Him from the dead, you will 

be saved. For with the heart one believes 

unto righteousness, and with the mouth 

confession is made unto salvation. For the 

Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him 

will not be put to shame." For there is no 

distinction between Jew and Greek, for the 

sasame Lord over all is rich to all who call upon 

Him. For "whoever calls on the name of the 

LORD shall be saved." If you want to be sure 

you are saved from Hell confess your sins to 

God, repent from your sinful ways, and believe 



the gospel of Jesus Christ. You could pray a 

simple little prayer even now just like this one: 

Jesus, I am sorry for breaking Your laws,
forgive me for not obeying Your commandments
and save me from being punished in Hell;
I believe You are God and Lord of all.
And I am convinced that You suffered 

and died for my sinand died for my sins,
and I want to make You the Lord of my life
from this day and  forevermore. Amen.

Today I ________________________________,

surrender my allegiance to Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.

Date ____/_____/__________
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