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‘Il am a Jew, but | am enthralled by the luminous figure of the Nazarene. Jesus is too
colossal for the pen of phrase-mongers, however artful. No man can read the gospel without
feeling the actual presence of Jesus. His personality pulsates in every word. No myth is filled
with such life. Theseus and other heroes of his type lack the authentic vitality of Jesus.”

~Albert Einstein

Okay, so here’s the reality of the world you live in: there’s a bunch of weird people all over the
globe who call themselves “Christians”, and they want you to become like them. So they write books,
pamphlets, produce radio programs and even movies all in the hope that you will believe what they
believe and live the way they live.

You’re probably thinking, “NO WAY! I’'m perfectly happy with the life | have and don’t need
bizarre, quirky, outlandish, and eccentric people telling me that I’'m the one who needs to change.”

Now granted there are a lot of people claiming to be “Christians” out there who are crazy and
believe things | think they learned from watching the X-Files and not from reading the Bible. My hope
is that you will give me the benefit of the doubt and be wise enough not to reject the message of
Jesus because of the imperfections of those who claim to be His followers.

Think of this booklet not as an endorsement of Christianity, but instead as an endorsement of
Jesus and what He taught and did. He is the focus at hand here, not us. | just want to unveil what the
Bible has to say about Him and try to answer some of humanity’s biggest questions about Jesus; Who
is He? Are all the Bible claims about Him true? What did He really teach? What makes Him so special
from other men? Can one man really save the world? Is He God? And if so, why would God become a
man just to live for a few years and then die a very painful and tragic death? These are all very
important questions that people have been asking for over two millennia that deserve solid
understandable answers.

There’s no question that Jesus is the most important historic figure who has ever walked on
this planet. So what should we believe about Him? The world famous atheist and historian H. G. Wells
once wrote:

"l am a historian, | am not a believer, but | must confess as a historian that this penniless preacher from
Nazareth is irrevocably the very center of history. Jesus Christ is easily the most dominant figure in all
history."

What are your thoughts about Jesus? Do you believe that all the stories about Him are true?
Have you ever given any serious time to exploring the claims the Bible makes concerning this God-
man? | hope as you continue reading that you will come to the same conclusion that | did many years
ago. Namely, that Jesus really is God and that He really did choose to become a man so that He could
save us from certain doom in the future. Okay, | admit it; that sounds a little sci-fi but stick with me and
maybe all of that will become your faith as well.

My goal is not to talk you into becoming another weirdo in the wide world of bizarre
“Christians”. The goal instead is to help you understand the historic and accurate teachings of Jesus
Christ concerning God, life, death and the afterlife as they are clearly taught in the Bible. Think of it as
a way to get the basic teachings of Christianity without being bogged down by all the hard to
understand theological terms and academic language of so many Christian writers. That’s not to say
that I'm going to dumb things down or take away from the meaning or message of the Christian Bible.
| just want to try and explain things in a way that everybody should be able to understand.



Let me start by explaining a word commonly used by most Christians today. The word is
“gospel”. I’'m sure you have heard it used before. You’ve probably heard people say, “That’s the gospel
truth!” Well, let me give you the truth about the gospel. The word gospel comes from the Greek word
evuayyeAiCw. (I bet you made an attempt at trying to read that didn’t you?) The word simply means
“good news” or “glad tidings”. The teachings of Jesus are often referred to as the Gospel because His
message to the world is really good news for everyone. This news is the complete story of Jesus and
the more you know about it the more you will realize why it’s called good news. The Bible says, in
Mark. 16:15, that all Christians should: "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature.” This is the mandate for every Christian, which, is why so many of them are trying to explain
the gospel all the time.

You’re probably thinking about guys in white shirts and ties going from door to door right now
aren’t you? I’m not one of those guys, but | do want to tell you the gospel. So, here it is, the plain and
simple message that every Christian longs to share.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ
The first thing you need to know is from where this good news originated. The Bible tells us that it
came from God. And if you’re wondering who God is, you’re not alone. Just about everybody who has
ever lived has asked the question: “Who is God?” Much of what people believe about God depends
on the environment they were born into. Many people in the world believe there are many gods. This is
called polytheism; polytheism characterizes most religions other than Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
These three share a common tradition of monotheism, the belief in one God. Whether they believe in
one God or many gods most of humanity has chosen to believe in God. That really says something
about mankind and human nature doesn’t it? If you were born five thousand years ago or five years
ago you probably believe in God. If you were born in a mega city or in a hidden jungle village you
probably believe in God. Time, technology and environment have no effect on the human race when it
comes to man’s desire to know God. You will never be able to ignore or deny the natural desire you
have to understand who God is.

Sadly, time, technology and environment have profound effects on our conclusion as to who
God is or isn’t. It would be an exhausting marathon of information for me to try and explain all the
world religions and their differences from each other; so I’m not going to. Instead, let me direct your
attention to what the Bible says about God. | think you will begin to understand why the other
candidate’s don’t qualify for the position. The Bible describes God in Heaven as Holy. Holy means set
apart or perfect. He’s called holy because He is different from everything in the universe including all
other ideas about God. In fact, the Bible says that He created the universe and controls it by His
sovereign power. Take these verses for example:
Genesis 1:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
John 1:3
All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.
Colossians 1:16
For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him
and for Him.
Hebrews 1:1-2
1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the
prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the worlds.



The Bibles also teaches that He is loving, faithful, merciful, giving, gracious, omnipotent,
omnipresent, omniscient, righteous, absolute truth, immutable, one God and yet three persons. If a lot
of that makes no sense to you, that’s ok. Just remember that God is holy and set apart from anything
we know. If the Bible teaches that God created us, then that must mean that He owns us. This means
that of all the authority figures in your life, none is higher than God. God has the right to tell you how to
live your life because He is the one who created it. More than that, God knows why He created you
and what He plans to do with your life. Revelation 4:11 says: "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive
glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were
created."

You might think to yourself, “l would do what God wanted me to do if He communicated it to
me somehow.” The truth is that He has communicated it to you, and not just you but everyone else in
the world through His book which is the Bible. The Bible is the way God has chosen to communicate
to humanity. Over a period of possibly 1,600 years God chose men from different times, places, ethnic
groups and social standings to write the words He inspired them to write. This is the Bible. Peter
explained this in 2 Peter 1:20-21 when he said:

20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for
prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the
Holy Spirit.

The Bible tells us a lot about ourselves. We learn about where we came from and what God
has taught us in the past. We learn morality from His law and how to determine right from wrong. We
learn how mankind repeats the same mistakes generation after generation and how we never seem to
improve from where we started. One of the main things we discover in the Bible is that people are not
perfect. | know what you’re thinking: “I could’ve learned that from the nightly news. Why do | need the
Bible to tell me that I'm not perfect?” Because, the nightly news is only going to reveal that people are
not perfect. The news has no way of explaining why people are not perfect: to understand that you
have to go to the Bible.

At the very beginning of the Bible you learn about Adam and Eve, who were the very first
people that God created. God gave them one rule and they failed even to obey that. From Adam and
Eve to you and me no one has been able to keep God’s laws without breaking some or all of them.
Romans 5:12 says: “Therefore, just as through one man (Adam) sin entered the world, and death
through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.” Romans 3:23 tells us: “all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” And Romans 3:10 says: “There is none righteous,
no, not one”.

What we learn from the Bible is that every person since Adam has sinned against God by
breaking His laws. You might be thinking: “Well, | haven’t broken His laws.” Ten of them you probably
already have broken. They’re called the 10 Commandments. God wrote them Himself in Exodus
20:3-12 and gave them to mankind to follow and obey. Let’s take a test and see how well you've done
with keeping some of these laws.

You shall have no other gods before me.

When we worship anyone or anything except the one true God, we violate this law. Have you always
loved God above everything else in your life? (Matthew 10:37) If not, you have broken the first
commandment.

You shall not make for yourself any graven image.

We sometimes define God in our own pre-conceived image of what He should be like. We want His
ways to suit our lifestyle. You have created a god that is okay with certain sins that you feel are okay to
commit. If your god doesn't match the one in the Bible, you have broken the second commandment.



Honor your father and your mother.
Did you always respect, honor, and obey your parents growing up? If not, you have broken the fifth
commandment.

You shall not murder.

You don't have to physically kill someone to commit murder. In | John 3:15 God said: “Whoever
hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.”
When we hate somebody or get angry with someone without just cause, we violate this command. If
you’ve done that, you are guilty of breaking the sixth commandment.

You shall not commit adultery.
This is a command against having sexual relations with anyone other than your spouse. In addition,
Jesus said that: “whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with

her in his heart.” (Matthew 5:28). Doing so breaks the seventh commandment. Have you ever looked
at someone in a lustful way?

You shall not steal.

Taking anything that belongs to someone else without permission is stealing. We also can steal by
lying on our taxes, illegally downloading stuff off the internet, or by stealing company time. Stealing
anything proves us guilty of breaking the eighth commandment.

You shall not bear false witness.
Have you ever lied about anything? You can also bear false witness by being deceitful, withholding the
truth, gossiping or slandering someone. If you have, you have broken the ninth commandment.

You shall not covet.
When we desire anything or anyone that belongs to someone else, we are coveting. Doing so breaks
the tenth commandment.

Jesus summarized the Ten Commandments this way: "Jesus said to him, "'You shall love the LORD
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the first and great
commandment. And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' On these
two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets."" (Matthew 22:37-40)

Have you always loved God and others with an absolutely perfect love? If not, then you are guilty of
sinning against God.

How well have you followed these commandments? If God were to judge you based on these
commandments on Judgment Day, do you think you will be declared innocent or guilty? When you
compare yourself to other people, you may think you are a very good person. But remember, we will
be judged based on God's standard, not our own. You don't have to break all these laws to be a
lawbreaker. All it takes is one sin to be declared guilty and deserving of punishment. James 2:10 says:
“For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.” If we’re
honest, most of us would have to admit to breaking God's laws hundreds if not thousands of times in
our lifetime. The sad reality is that everybody from childhood on has broken Gods laws and must face
Him on Judgment Day as a criminal. Hebrews 9:27 tells us: “it is appointed for men to die once,
but after this the judgment”. The reality of your life is that one day you will stand before God guilty of
breaking His laws and face the judgment to follow.

“What is this judgment?” you might ask. The Bible describes it as a place of fire and torment



called Hell. 2 Thessalonians 1:8 says: “in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not
know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Matthew 10:28
Says: “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who
is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” And Matthew 25:46 Says: “And these (sinners) will
go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

Now | know what you’re thinking at this point: This is not “good news!” How could this possibly
be called good news? Well, you’re right; this isn’t good news, its terrible news! It’s the worst news a
person could ever be told. But wait! There is good news. Jesus is the good news! | had to tell you all
the bad news first. If | didn’t tell you the bad news first the good news would’ve made no sense to
you. Let me explain to you why Jesus is the good news and why it is called the Gospel.

What you first need to understand is that Jesus is God. The name “Jesus” means, “God is
Salvation”. Jesus is God choosing to become man so that He could live as a substitute for you and
me. The Christmas story is celebrating the time when God chose to come to earth as a man by being
born through a virgin birth. John 1:1-4,10,14 explains it this way: “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All
things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was
life, and the life was the light of men. He was in the world, and the world was made through
Him, and the world did not know Him. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

On the night Jesus was born the angels came and told some shepherds: “Do not be afraid,
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to
you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11) When the angels
said this is “Christ the Lord”, it meant something very special for the Jewish people. God had been
promising them a Messiah for many years and He was finally there. (The Messiah was a promised
deliverer of the Jewish nation prophesied in the Hebrew Bible.)

But what makes the life and death of Jesus Christ so important to us today? Remember the
bad news? You’ve broken God’s laws and because God is perfectly just it would be wrong for Him not
to punish you for your crimes. A good judge would never let criminals go free just because he wanted
to be a nice person. That would be unfair. It would be like letting a guy go free who shot and killed a lot
of kids at school, but because most of his life he obeyed the laws, the judge decides to pardon him.
He may have kept a lot of laws for most of his life but justice demands that he pay for the crimes that
he committed. We all know that this is morally right. God is a just God and a good judge who will be
fair in His dealings with mankind. Romans 1:32 calls this the “righteous judgment of God”. God
would be fair in sending all people to Hell because all people have broken His laws. But this is where
the good news (the gospel) comes in.

“God is love” (1 John 4:8) and because God loves people He is “not willing that any should
perish (in Hell) but that all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9). God loved us so much “that
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8). The Bible teaches us that: “God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish (in Hell) but have everlasting life (in Heaven). For God did not send His Son into the world
to condemn the world (to Hell), but that the world through Him might be saved (from Hell).” (John
3:16-17)

How can God be just and declare us guiltless at the same time? The answer: God provided
Himself as the substitute for us by becoming the God-man Jesus. Jesus was perfectly holy. He never
broke the laws of God, not even once. The Bible says that he was: “tempted as we are, yet without
sin.” (Hebrews 4:15) Jesus was an obedient toddler, a good boy, a righteous teen and a perfect man

so that you and | could be given His lifelong righteous record and He would be punished on the cross
for my sinful record.



Romans 4:5-6 teaches, “But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies
the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, just as David also describes the
blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works.” Mark 10:45
says, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a
ransom for many." The Bible tells us that “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.” (1
Corinthians 15:4) Only Christ can separate the sin from the sinner. Without Christ God must judge the
sin and the sinner. In Christ our judgment is already paid setting us free from the righteous judgment of
God.

Isaiah 53:5-6 spoke of Jesus when it said: “He was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes
we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way;
And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” God punished Jesus on the cross for the sins
that you and | had committed.

Jesus is the pathway to forgiveness. Forgiveness is the road to peace, peace is the place of
joy, and joy is in the presence of God. Without Jesus we have no hope of ever making peace with
God. Now you might say: “That’s what | want, peace with God. What do | need to do to be accepted
by God?” The good news is that you don’t need to do anything to be accepted by God. Jesus has
already done all the work for you. This is what separates Christianity from all other religions in the
world. All other religions teach that you must be good enough to please God in order for Him to do
something good for you. The Bible teaches that God wanted to do something good for you, even
though you didn’t earn it and could never be good enough to pay for it. God wants to give you eternity
in Heaven even though you deserve eternity in Hell. This is why Christians say “God is good”. The
Bible says “the goodness of God leads you to repentance.” (Romans 2:4)

If you want to be sure that Christ has saved you from punishment in Hell the Bible says there
are two responses we should have to this good news. In Mark 1:15 Jesus says it this way: "The time
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." The proper
response to God’s gospel message is repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.

The early Christians “went out and preached that people should repent.” (Mark 6:12) What
does it mean to repent? It just simply means to turn from yourself and your sinful ways toward Christ
in faith. Isaiah 45:22 says "Look to Me, and be saved, All you ends of the earth! For | am God, and
there is no other.” Turn from looking to yourself for salvation and look to Christ alone. Ephesians
2:8-9 says “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” It is all of God’s grace and your faith in the gift
He has freely given you. 1 John 1:8-9 teaches us: “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” The Bible tells us in Romans 10:9-13 “That
if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on
Him will not be put to shame." For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same
Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall
be saved."

If you want to be certain you are saved from Hell confess your sins to God, repent from your
sinful ways, believe the gospel of Jesus Christ, and allow Him to reign as Lord and Savior over your
entire life. If this is a desire you believe God has put in your heart, you should express that to Him.
Pray to God and ask for His forgiveness. If you don’t know what to say you could pray a simple little
prayer something like this:



God, | am sorry for breaking Your laws,
forgive me for not obeying You every day of my life.
Please save me from being punished in Hell.
| believe You Jesus are God and Lord of all
and | am convinced that You suffered and died for my sins.
| want You to be the Lord of my life from this day and forevermore.
Amen.

Now remember, no magical prayer has the power to save your soul. A right relationship with God is a
matter of your humble repentance from yourself and a pure faith toward Jesus. God will freely and
graciously give both to sinners like us who call on His name.

"Religion makes us proud of what we have done.
The Gospel makes us proud of what Jesus has done."

~ Tim Keller
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